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SUBJECT: EGON BAHR ON GERMAN DOMESTIC POLITICS 

1 . EGON BAHR, THE BUSINESS MANAGER OF THE SPD, TOLD ME 

ON MAY 26 THAT THE GOVERNMENT COALITION WOULD HOLD AND 
THAT THE CDU COULD NOT TAKE OVER THE GOVERNMENT BECAUSE 
IT WAS INCAPABLE OF ACTING (HANDLUNGSUNFAEHIG). 

2. BAHR SAID, HOWEVER, THAT THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
PARTY FACED TWO VITAL PROBLEMS. THE FIRST PROBLEM WAS 
THE ENERGY ISSUE, ON WHICH THERE WAS NO GOOD SOLUTION 
BECAUSE MORE ENERGY WAS NEEDED WHILE THE PEOPLE WERE 
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OPPOSED TO THE NUCLEAR PLANTS REQUIRED TO PRODUCE THAT 
ENERGY. BAHR SAID THAT RECENT POLLS SHOWED THE 
POPULATION WAS BECOMING MORE RATHER THAN LESS FEARFUL 
OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS. THE SPD’S DILEMMA WAS THAT IT 
COULD NOT SUPPORT THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION ON ENERGY 
REQUIREMENTS WITHOUT LOSING CONTACT WITH THE POPULATION; 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE SPD COULD NOT SUPPORT THE POPULAR 
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POSITION AGAINST NUCLEAR ENERGY WITHOUT FAILING IN ITS 
RESPONSIBILITY TO GOVERN. 

3. THE SECOND SERIOUS PROBLEM, BAHR SAID, WAS UNEMPLOY- 
MENT. THE CURRENT LEVEL OF 1 MILLION WAS BOUND TO 
REMAIN. IT COULD EVEN RISE TO 2 MILLION. GERMAN 
PUBLIC OPINION, SPOILED BY POST-WAR PROSPERITY, COULD 
NOT TOLERATE 1 MILLION FOR LONG. IF UNEMPLOYMENT 
REACHED 2 MILLION, THERE WOULD BE PANIC. YET PEOPLE 
CONTINUED TO SAVE RATHER THAN TO INVEST AND TO SPUR 
THE ECONOMY. BAHR SAW NO SOLUTION AND HE KNEW OF 
NOBODY WHO HAD ONE. 

4. BAHR SAID HE HOPED THAT A RETURN TO PROSPERITY IN 
THE UNITED STATES WOULD SPUR THE GERMAN ECONOMY. HE 
ADDED THAT A RISE IN GERMAN PROSPERITY COULD NOT, IN 
TURN, HELP THE UNITED STATES BECAUSE GERMANY WAS TOO 
SMALL, BUT THAT IT COULD HELP THE OTHER EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES. 
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